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DOES (DIS)TRUST PLAY ANY ROLE IN ETHNIC TENSION IN CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS?
Zunaid Almamun, Graduate Student
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Michaelene Cox
Department of Politics and Government
INTRODUCTION

METHODOLOGY & THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In the post liberation war period of Bangladesh, ethnic conflict has been a long human
security issue with intermittent clashes in Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) between the
tribal and Bengali communities. A long standing armed conflict between the regional
political party of this area and Bangladesh army came to an end in 1997 through an
accord looking forward to bringing peace in this region. However, the ethnic conflict
and communal violence are still existent among the ethnic communities and regional
political parties in CHT. Scholars have addressed several reasons behind the conflicts
including land dispute, unequal access to decision making, prevalent images of unequal
citizenship, racist stereotyping, and demographic shifts. The issue of trust has been
given very little emphasis. This research argues that dis(trust) is a social context that
drives the actions of actors in the context of CHT.

This is a case study based on secondary data. Its theoretical framework is structured through a combined framework of the
UN Human Security approach (community security dimension) and constructivism. One of the principles of constructivism
is that the act and performance of actors in a given condition are driven by social context. In a conflicting situation,
historical context and values need to be scrutinized to understand the power dynamics. Knowledge is composed of a social
structure and it plays a decisive role in human action (Fierke, 2013).
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LITERATURE REVIEW
• Trust is a key measure of successful cooperation in networks of civic engagement. It
“arises when a community shares a set of moral values in such a way as to create
expectations of regular and honest behavior” (Fukuyama, 1995).
• Fragmentation in the community may occur because of propensity to homogeneity
and aversion to heterogeneity (Finseraas & Jakobsson, 2012).
o During British rule in the Indian subcontinent from 1860-1947, tribal people
enjoyed autonomy by administering CHT under the rule of their traditional and
customary kingship system (Uddin, 2008). Due to colonial intrusion of Pakistan
in 1947 and Bangladesh in 1971 in CHT, tribal people were gradually
marginalized in social, economic, and political aspects (Uddin, 2010a).
o Moreover, in 1979, a large influx of 30,000 Bengali people in CHT gave birth to
a new dimension of frustration, deprivation, and suspicion which ostensibly
resulted into the manifested hostile relationship between the tribal and Bengali
communities (Barua, 2001).
• Husain (1999) thinks that in retrospect, it seems that hatred against the plains people
or Bengali people remained built into their psyche and got transmitted through
generations, to be manifested in later years under certain specific circumstances.
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 There is non-linear regularity of ethnic tension since the 18th century.
 The development of an uncongenial social context plays a decisive role in the perception and action of the people in CHT.
 The large number of communal violence perpetrated by multiple actors including the regional political groups, Bengali
community, youth from different minority groups, and the law enforcement agencies underscores the presence of distrust
among different communities.
 The erstwhile only political party PCJSS before the CHT accord is now fragmented and there is a continuation of
fragmentation among the newly formed political parties which underpins the presence of distrust in the society.
 The distribution of elected officials stresses the divided public support for the fragmented political parties which also is
also an evidence of distrust.
 Trust gap should be addressed more in further studies.

